✓The weekly (normal and shortened) rests may-be interrupted by ferry or train when there is a sleeping cabin,

bed or sleeping couch. Normal rest may only be intrrupted if the trip by boat or train is minimal 8 hours.

✓Sometimes, emergency situations, you need to drive a bit further to get home or to a decent resting place. This

THE EU MOBILITY PACKAGE
What changes have already come into effect, what is still in the pipeline
and what does this mean for your business?

can be max 2 hours after a 30-minute break. Otherwise only 1 hour. These extra hours must be compensated.

These are all minor changes. You need to plan a bit more detailed, and it needs a bit more coordination. A good
Transportation Management System will be beneficial. In the end these changes will help drivers to not become
over exhausted and help their overall well being which is a good thing.
Bigger changes have taken effect on on Februari 2022 (2.2 and 21/2). So, what are these changes?

The EU Mobility Package has a huge effect on the transportation business in Europe. According to the package,
competition is supposed to be fairer, driving and rest times more regulated, driver’s wages more equal, and the

✓The host country’s minimum wage provisions will apply as national law for cabotage operations, in line with

overall working conditions are set to be better. So far, so good.

the EU Posting of Workers Directive.

On the other hand, the changes will also have some negative trade-offs. For instance, mandatory trips home

✓The four-day rest applies to cabotage transport. The actual regulation of three cabotage modes of transport

every 8 weeks will cost time, fuel, and capacity and will have a negative impact on sustainability.

within a seven-day period remains unchanged.

As a result, all transportation companies must re-think their business case and possibly re-negotiate

✓Furthermore, the obligation to return for trucks and the return option for drivers came into force. Every eight

conditions with their customers. How do you keep track on driving and resting times? Can you work these into

weeks (56 days), the vehicle must be returned to the origin EU country where it is officially registered. Additionally,

schedules? When is a good time for a truck to get back to the home country? What are the implications of using

the driver must be allowed to return to their place of residence or business at least once every four weeks for a

transportation assistance from abroad? How do you properly apply the cabotage regulations?

minimum stay of 45 hours.

But changes also mean new opportunities.

✓All international commercial road transports with utilizing vehicles over 2.5 tons permissible total weight will be

So, what are the major changes? Let’s sum them up.
The first part that already went into effect on August 20th, 2020, are the changes in driving and resting times.

✓A 45-hour rest period, which was already banned, now confirmed by Mobility Package. Now it will be required

to offer an assembly site with sanitary facilities paid by the employer.

✓Since the entry into force of the new regulations, the driver may have two reduced rest periods one after the

other. However, 2 normal rest periods should also be considered within 4 weeks. You should compensate for
shortened rests by adding them to your normal weekly rest.

✓Jobs must be organized in such a way that a driver must be able to go back to his residence or to the location

where the employer is located once every 3 or 4 weeks. Every 3 weeks when the driver got 2 shortened rests after
each other and every 4 weeks when normal and shortened rests have been alternated.

subject to authorization. Formerly, a permit was only required for vehicles over 3.5 tons.

TACHOGRAPH

✓All border crossings must be documented in the

✓Every vehicle must return to the base it is

truck’s tachograph. Since only the newest devices

registered every 8 weeks. How long it should stay

record this entry automatically, a manual entry is

there is still unclear.

required - even for digital devices. Drivers must stop

✓Transportation companies must also pay tax

and register the crossing at the first opportunity to
halt after the border. When traveling by train or boat,

in these countries and have a VAT registration

immediately upon arrival at the station or port.

number.r.

✓A driver may contact the company he/she works for

✓The number of trucks and drivers must be in

to get additional proof in case of road checks.

relationship to the volume of transportation of this

✓The maximum runtime will be checked weekly

company.

(max. 60 hours).

SECONDMENT

✓A lex specialis will be developed for transportation.

Secondment applies to cabotage, which means that
drivers are paid the wages applicable in the country
in which they are driving at the time. Exempt from

secondment are bilateral and transit transports. In the
case of transport to third countries, one upward and
one downward transport to third countries is allowed
per bilateral transport. All transports above this amount
are subject to secondment. After the introduction of the
smart tacho (August 2023), this exemption only applies
to trucks with the new tacho.

✓There will be a uniform model to be submitted by a

public interface for secondment declarations.

CABOTAGE
After this date additional changes will be implemented in May 2022 until 2026. More on these changes you can
find in the next whitepaper.However, there is still a lack of national regulations that provide a basis for inspections
and penalties for non-compliance. The exact impact on our industry will not be seen until the regulations are fully
enforced in each country.
Don Trucking is applying all the changes because we believe in the benefits of most of these changes for the
trucking industry. They will improve the lives of our drivers, affect the overall assessment of the profession, and
make our sector more respected. We hope that all of our colleagues will begin to apply these new regulations for
the benefit of us all.

✓Cabotage regulation will remain the same as

before. This means max 3 transports in 7 days.

Approved after loading before the international
transport. All goods must be unloaded before
cabotage is allowed.

✓Additionally, a cooling off period of 4 days is

added. With the same vehicle it is not allowed to
accept a cabotage transport within 4 days in the
same country.

Unloaded when entry

✓All activities that took place in the guest country

Loaded when entry

prior to the international cabotage transport must
be submitted by (e-) CRM consignment note. In
case of a roadside inspection, drivers can receive
this information from the company.

✓Pre- and post- carriage transport of combined

transport in the same member state is also covered

CHANGES THAT HAVE TAKEN EFFECT PER
FEBRUARI 21ST 2022 ARE:

✓Transportation companies must have buildings

in the country they are registered where all major

by the cabotage regime. However, member states

CALL US FOR SUPPORT IN DISPATCH, LOGISTICS AND DRIVERS.
WE ARE HAPPY TO ANSWER ALL YOUR QUESTIONS.

can deviate from this rule. They have the liberty to
either shorten or lengthen these periods.

activities take place such as bookkeeping, transport
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